Caraleigh Community Watch Meeting occurred at 118 Summit Avenue, Caraleigh Baptist Fellowship Hall on March 6, 2006 at 7:30pm

  The Meeting was opened by Mildred Flynn, and last month's minutes were read without any rejections.  The financial statement was read by John Reaves and afterwards told the Community Watch attendees that our bank, Wachovia, was going to begin charging a fee for the Caraleigh Community Watch account of eight dollars monthly.  It had been a free checking account due to our non-profit status. Robert Senter as well as Betty Gerardi said they would check with other banks to locate a free checking account.

Barbie from the RPD was present and gave a report of 911 calls between December 3rd and March 1st for our district.  There were no unusual crimes though she wondered about the number of animal calls in our area.  She discussed SNAP a spay neuter van that would come into our neighborhood and spay pets for $20.00.  They will spay feral or domestic pets as long as the owner or caregiver traps them.  She asked Liz Bell, who is willing to help those in need of spaying their cats,  to check with SNAP about bring their van into the neighborhood.

Barbie also spoke of graffiti and that it needs to be reported. There is a special chemical used to remove graffitti, which won't hurt the surface of the said object, it is the power washing that may harm an object sprayed with graffiti.

There will be a public hearing in April regarding the Fayetteville St. extension. If it passes it will go before the city council in May.

There will be no community watch meeting in April because the church has scheduled its Revival during our meeting time.

Valerie Malloy with the City of Raleigh Community Development Department was present and gave a presentation regarding low interest loans and grants for citizens in certain (includes Caraleigh) areas of the city.  If qualified citizens are given low interest loans and if they do not sell their property during the loan time, the loan becomes a grant from the city and no monies are paid back.  There is a sliding scale if you should sell your home within up to a 15-year period of the loans life that must be repaid to the city. This is right now a pilot program, which began in November 2005 and will be evaluated in November 2006.  There are also other loans out there for residents who may not qualify for this one.  You may call 857-4330 to inquire about the program also Lisa Lewis has some pamphlets and information that was distributed at the meeting.  Please note the city has set aside x amount for this program and it is first come first serve.

We also talked about having a fundraiser for the community watch.  It was decided that we would have a fundraiser in September and we would further discuss details at our next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.

